1915]        THE BATTLE OE LOOS

thrust of the French towards Lens and of the British
towards Lille.

During the first week of May a huge weight of
artillery was concentrated, not less than 1,100 guns
of different types, and Foch, the commander of the
army group, took personal charge of the operations.
The German force opposed was certainly outnum-
bered by the French, and probably outgunned ; but
it had the advantage of holding one of the strongest
positions on either the Western or Eastern front.
We may describe its line as consisting of a number
of almost impregnable fortresses, armed with
machine guns, and linked together by an intricate
system of trenches. By the end of May the French
Battle of Artois had virtually closed. It had been a
triumph for the fighting quality of the French
infantry, and not less of the French gunners. But
as a strategic movement it had failed. Much ground
had been won at a terrible cost, but the enemy still
held the ridges that commanded Lens. The mar-
vellous artillery preparation had flattened and
sterilized the landscape, but it had not overcome the
enemy defence in depth. Strangely enough, even so
good a soldier as Foch did not make the true de-
duction, and the underestimate of the German
defence system was to continue for the better part
of three years.

The British advance in May in the Festubert
region was intended mainly as an auxiliary to the
French effort in Artois. It was designed in the first
place to detain the German forces opposite in posi-
tion, and to prevent reinforcements in men and guns
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